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enants,  know  your 
protections  regarding  rent 
increases,  evictions,  and 
condominium  conversion.  Call 
or  visit  the  Boston  Rent  Equity 
Board  at  725-4200,  Room 
709,  Boston  City  Hall. 


Mnquilinos,  conozcan 
sus  derechos  sobre 
aumentos  de  renta, 
desahucios  y 
conversiones  de 
condominios.  Llame  o 
visite  a  la  Junta  para 
Renta  Justas  de 
Boston  al  725-4200, 
Salon  709,  en  la 
Alcaldia  de  Boston. 


Msotezione  per  gle 
inquilini  a  reguardo 
dell'aumento  d'affitto, 
sfratto  e  cambiamento 
in  condomino.  Vi 
preghiamo  di 
telefonare  al 
725-4200  o  visitate 
Boston  Rent  Equity 
Board,  Room  709, 
Boston  City  Hall. 
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WHO  GETS  TEHiTAIIfT 
PROTECTIOISfS? 

Tenants  who  live  in  buildings  which  are 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Boston  Rent 
Equity  Board. 

WHAT  BIJILDI]^GS  ARE 
COVERED  BY  THE  REHfX 
EftlTITY  BOARD? 

Buildings  that  are  four  (4)  units  or  larger, 
and  three  (3)-unit  buildings  which  are  not 
owner-occupied,  constructed  before  1968. 
Some  HUD  projects  which  were 
constructed  before  1972  are  also  covered. 
BHA  and  MHFA  projects  are  not  covered. 

HOW  CAJ¥  I  FIJ^D  OUT  IF  A 
BUIEDIJ^G  IS  COVERED  BY 
THE  REUfT  EftlJITY  BOARD? 

Buildings  which  are  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Board  are  registered  at  the  Board 
and  you  can  call  or  visit  the  Board's  office 
to  find  out  if  a  specific  building  is  covered. 

WHAT  PROTECTIOiK^S  ARE 
PROVIDED  BY  THE  BOARD? 

1.  Rent  Increase  protections 

2.  Just  Cause  Evictions  Rights 

3.  Condominium  Conversion 
Displacement  protections 

WHAT  ARE  A  TEJSf ABfT'S 
RESPOI^SIBIEITIES? 

A  tenant  must  timely  pay  the  rent  to  which 
a  landlord  is  due.  A  tenant  must  respect 
the  landlord's  property  by  not  causing  any 
damage  and  respect  the  quiet  enjoyment 
of  his/her  neighbors.  Tenants  must  abide 
by  the  legal  provisions  of  their  lease  or  any 
other  legal  rental  agreement.  If  you  have 
any  questions  regarding  your 
responsibilities,  please  call  the  Rent  Board. 


COUfDOMIUJIUM  COmrERSIO]^ 
PROTECTIOJSfS 

Condominium  conversion  protections  are 
provided  to  both  rent  controlled  and 
vacancy  decontrolled  units.  These 
protections  include: 

•  The  right  of  first  refusal  for  90  days,  at 
a  price  which  is  the  same  or  more 
favorable  than  that  offered  to  the 
general  public. 

•  The  right  to  seek  an  extended  notice 
period  or  a  ban  against  eviction 
depending  upon  one's  age,  health  and 
income. 

•  The  right  to  have  any  lease  or  rental 
agreement  extended  for  the  duration  of 
your  notice  period. 

•  A  Consumer  Price  Index  cap  on  rent 
increases  during  your  notice  period. 

•  Relocation  benefits  of  either  $750  or 
$1,000  if  you  decide  to  move  during 
the  notice  period. 

•  Relocation  assistance  to  a  comparable 
apartment,  affordable  to  you,  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  if  you  are  eligible 
for  an  extended  notice  period. 

•  For  more  detailed  information  about 
rights  during  a  condominium  or 
cooperative  conversion,  call  or  visit  the 
Rent  Equity  Board.  Ask  for  a  FORM  C 
which  provides  detailed  information 
about  tenants'  rights  during  a 
conversion. 
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REI^T  PROTECTIONS 

•  There  are  two  types  of  Rent 
Protections: 

Rent  Control;  and 
Rent  Grievance 

•  Rent  Control  means  that  a  landlord 
must  get  prior  approval  before  asking 
a  tenant  for  an  increase. 

•  Rent  Controlled  units  are  ones  for 
which  the  landlord  has  not  received  a 
Vacancy  Decontrol  Certificate.  In  most 
cases  it  is  a  unit  in  which  the  tenant ' 
has  lived  since  1976.  A  call  to  the 
Board  can  usually  establish  the  status 
of  a  unit. 

•  Rent  Grievance  is  for  units  which  are 
Vacancy  Decontrolled.  A  tenant  may  file 
a  grievance  (complaint)  with  the  Rent 
Board  if  they  receive  a  rent  increase 
above  the  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI) 
or  above  10%,  depending  upon  certain 
qualifications. 

•  Tenants  who  fall  into  one  of  the 
categories  below  can  grieve  a  rent 
increase  if  it  is  above  the  (CPI): 

Elderly  (62  or  older) 
Handicapped 
Low-to  Moderate-Income 
(see  income  guidelines) 

•  Tenants  who  do  not  fit  into  any  of  the 
above  categories  can  grieve  a  rent 
increase  if  it  is  above  1 0%  of  their 
current  rent. 

•  When  a  tenant  who  lives  in  a  Vacancy 
Decontrolled  unit  receives  a  rent 
increase  the  landlord  is  required  to 
provide  you  with  two  forms.  One 
describes  your  rights  and  the  other  is 
the  form  you  use  to  file  your  grievance. 
If  you  did  not  receive  these  forms, 
please  call  the  Rent  Board. 


IJ^COME  GVIDELIi^ES 


DUMBER  IN 

COMBINED 

HOUSEHOLD 

AiearUAIv  IIVCOME 

1     person 

$26,190 

2    persons 

$29,880 

3    persons 

$33,630 

4    persons 

$37,380 

5    persons 

$39,690 

6    persons 

$42,060 

7    persons 

$44,380 

8    persons 

$46,750 

*     (subject  to  change  in  accordance  with  HUD  guidelines) 

EVICTIOJV  PROTECTIORTS 

•  Only  a  Judge  can  evict  you  from  your 
apartment! 

•  All  tenants  who  live  in  buildings  under 
the  Rent  Board's  jurisdiction  are  entitled 
to  Just  Cause  Eviction  Rights.  This 
means  that  a  landlord  must  have  a 
specific,  lawful  reason  for  an  eviction. 

•  All  tenants  must  receive  a  properly 
served  notice  of  eviction  before  any 
proceeding  can  begin.  A  14-day  notice 
for  non-payment  of  rent  and  a  30-day 
notice  for  any  other  type  of  eviction. 

•  Tenants  who  reside  in  Rent  Controlled 
units  have  a  hearing  at  the  Rent  Board 
before  the  landlord  can  proceed  with 
an  eviction  in  Court. 

•  Tenants  who  reside  in  Vacancy 
Decontrolled  units  do  not  have  a 
hearing  at  the  Board,  but  must  be 
provided  with  an  E-13  Form  which 
describes  the  reason  they  are  being 
evicted.  In  Court,  tenants  who  live  in 
Vacancy  Decontrolled  units  should 
inform  the  Judge  that  they  have  just 
cause  eviction  rights. 


CO^DOMIl^irM  COinrERSIO]!!^ 
PROTECTIOUrS 

Condominium  conversion  protections  are 
provided  to  both  rent  controlled  and 
vacancy  decontrolled  units.  These 
protections  include: 

•  The  right  of  first  refusal  for  90  days,  at 
a  price  which  is  the  same  or  more 
favorable  than  that  offered  to  the 
general  public. 

•  The  right  to  seek  an  extended  notice 
period  or  a  ban  against  eviction 
depending  upon  one's  age,  health  and 
income. 

•  The  right  to  have  any  lease  or  rental 
agreement  extended  for  the  duration  of 
your  notice  period. 

•  A  Consumer  Price  Index  cap  on  rent 
increases  during  your  notice  period. 

•  Relocation  benefits  of  either  $750  or 
$1,000  if  you  decide  to  move  during 
the  notice  period. 

•  Relocation  assistance  to  a  comparable 
apartment,  affordable  to  you,  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  if  you  are  eligible 
for  an  extended  notice  period. 

•  For  more  detailed  information  about 
rights  during  a  condominium  or 
cooperative  conversion,  call  or  visit  the 
Rent  Equity  Board.  Ask  for  a  FORM  C 
which  provides  detailed  information 
about  tenants'  rights  during  a 
conversion. 


WHERE  TO  CALL  FOR 
ASSISTAHJCE 

BOSTON  HOUSING  COURT 725-8485 

BOSTON  HOUSING  INSPECTION  442-2367 

GREATER  BOSTON  LEGAL 

SERVICES 357-5757 

ELDERLY  LEGAL  SERVICES 536-0400 

LEGAL  SERVICES 
(ROXBURY,  SO.  END,  FENWAY 
J.R,  W.  ROXBURY  &  HYDE 
PARK) 522-3003 

NEW  ENGLAND  LAW  LEGAL 

SERVICES 357-9200 

VOLUNTEER  LAWYERS 

PROJECT 423-0648 

NO  HEAT  HOTLINE  (24-HOURS)  .725-4500 

LAWYER'S  REFERRAL 523-0595 

MASS.  TENANTS 

ORGANIZATION 367-6260 

BOSTON  ELDERLY  COMMISSION.  .  .  .725-4857 

BOSTON  HANDICAPPED 

AFFAIRS 725-4996 

BOSTON  FAIR  HOUSING 

COMMISSION 725-4408 

BOSTON  CONSUMER  AFFAIRS  .  .725-3320 

Mayor  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
City  of  Boston 


Constance  J.  Doty, 

Administrator 

Boston  Rent  Equity  Board 
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